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Press Cuttings

Designs for iconic structure sought

DUBAl Joseph George

Architects from around the
world were yesterday invit-
ed to present designs for an
iconic structure intended to
become a new symbol of
Dubai. The landmark in
Zaheel Park would represent
the city in the way the Eiffel
Tower epitomises Paris or
the Opera House is an inte-
gral part of Sydney, Australia.

Dubai Municipality, in as-
sociation with ThyssenK-
rupp Elevator, is asking ar-
chitects to take part ina com-
petition to find a design.

“The new structure will be
aunique project in the world
and will become the face of
Dubai Municipality and the
city," Hussain Nasser Lootah,
Acting Director-General of
the municipality, told Emi-
rates Business.

“The creation of an em-
blematic building will pro-
mote tourism, recreational
and cultural activities.”

“Paris has the Eiffel Tower,
Sydney has the Opera House
and it's about time we had a

Hussain Nasser Lootah

new iconic structure, [ am
hoping the architects will
come up with a brilliant de-
sign. We will decide whether
or not to build it after re-
viewing the winning design.”

The maximum height of
the structure will be 170m
due to regulations imposed
by civil aviation officials.

The winner of the compe-
tition will receive the
ThyssenKrupp Elevator Ar-
chitecture Award, whichis to
bestaged in Dubai under the
auspices of the International
Union of Architects.

The lift manufacturer has
been organising the event
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since it was established in
1988. This will be the first
time the competition has
been held in the Middle East.

“Dubai has one of the most
impressive skylines in the
world and is already an ex-
traordinary destination for
glohal business, commerce
and travel,” said Javier del
Pozo, CEO of ThyssenKrupp
Elevator Southern Europe,
Africa and Middle East.
“There is no better place to
organise the event.”

“The award gives an
overview of the current di-

The landmark in Zabeel Park aims to promote tourism K+

rection of today’s commer-
cial, corporate, institutional,
and community architecture
work at an international
level. In addition it provides
insights into the contempo-
rary directions of architec-
ture and design relative 1o
environment, ecology and
sustainability.”

The registration period for
the competition starts today
and the winner will be select-
ed in May 2009 by a jury of
leading architects from seven
countries plus business pro-
fessionals.

ESSENTIALS

M The proposed
structure will not
exceed 170m

M A designer may
consider any

innovative forms,
construction
technique and
materials and may
consider green
building principles

B The structure will
contain a podium of
up to two storeys for
cultural and
conference facilities,
including a children’s
library and a
conference space for
100 people. The floor
area of these will be

- about 800 sqm.

B It will have a café
(150 sqm) at higher
altitude with outdoor
viewing platforms.

B 1t will not include
commercial offices or
residential premises



